YOU CAN
LUKE BARNES
Draft Three.
We’re in the changing rooms of a Pitch Invasion 5 a side league somewhere in the UK. John, Michael, Rick, Andy and Tim trudge into the changing room…. Followed by Kevin whose in a wheel chair with a broken leg.
V.O Ladchester United 3 – Multiple Scorgasams 2. Into Ya Nan 0 – Knicker Destroyers 17.
As he talks he changes the league table that puts them bottom. Ladchester United and Multiple Scorgasms 3rd and 2nd (LU on 0 points and MS on 3) and Knicker Destroyers on top with 3 points.
Kevin What was that?
Michael oh shut up Kevin.
Kevin this is supposed to be my A level coursework this. I’m supposed to prove I can motivate a team and use tactics to compete in matches. Made me look like Tony Pullis out there.
Michael well how come we lost then?
Andy Tony Pulls never looses.
Kevin he never wins either. Maybe not Tony Pullis. Maybe Ian Holloway. Yeah Ian Holloway at least I’ve got some banter.
John it wasn’t that bad. Wasn’t as bad as the interview I had today.
Kevin How bad could your interview have been? we lost 17-0 it’s only 20 minutes a half. That’s 1 goal every 2 minutes. That’s awful. I have to analyse why we don’t we win for coursework and I have subscribe solutions to solve the problems. That’s what I have to do. Ok so I’m not being a dick with anything I’m about to say to you. If I am it’s for professional reasons only. Ok? Great. Sorry about your interview John.
Andy well we tried didn’t we.
Kevin no Andy, no we did not try, that’s exactly the point we didn’t try at all. We just gave up. Your like Nando Torres’ all of ya. flaking when things get tough. Moping around with faces like fish and shit haircuts.
Rick I can’t be bothered with this.
Kevin exactly.
Rick I only came for a kick about.
Kevin That’s exactly my point. I’m the only one that gave anything out there. Just like life Rick. Just like life. You only turned up for a kick about.
Rick don’t be a prick Kevin.
Kevin sorry I just give so much out there and get so little back.
Michael you’re in a wheel chair!
Kevin yeah but from the side-lines, I’m doing something aren’t I. Contributing.
Andy you’re just Pissing everyone off.
Kevin do you want to know your problem is? From a coursework perspective.
Tim The only problem I’ve got is that you’re a knob mate.
Kevin Tim, you were alright today you don’t need to listen to this but you can loose the attitude.
Tim good.
Kevin do you want to know your problem Andy?
Andy what? What’s my problem?
Kevin you’re scared.
Andy what am I scared of?
Kevin failing. You’re scared of failing. And that’s not just in football that’s in life too.
Andy how am I scared of failing?
Kevin every time there’s a chance you might mess up you pass away or fall over. That’s you.
Andy I’m not scared of failing.
Kevin If you’re not scared of failing… Then why haven’t you asked out Anna Baines?
Andy because.
Kevin because what?
Andy because I haven’t back ..... off.
Kevin because you’re scared of messing up. You’re a good looking lad and you’re alright at footy. If you took a risk you could be good and have a 6/10 bird.
Andy 6/10? 
Kevin yeah she’s got a pancake face don’t get ahead of yaself. Not like you’ve got a chance with birds like mine is it. 
Michael Like your mum? 
Kevin Michael
Michael what?
Kevin you’re not fit.
Michael I know but I’ve got a good personality so it balances out.
Kevin I mean healthy, you’re not healthy. You’re not a healthy person who can utilise their lungs.
Michael I know I love food and ale, what’s your problem?
Kevin if you were fit. You’d be so good. 
John You’d be really handsome as well.
Michael Gay. We've only got 2 games left I’m not gonna get super fit in 2 weeks am I.
Kevin besides the point, your alright on a footy pitch we can put you in the middle and make you ping passes across but you can’t try and take everyone on. That’s why we got battered. You don’t even give yourself the chance to be good.
Michael I like food.
Kevin yeah and you like being average as well I can taste it.
Michael I don’t wana get anorexic do I? And stop being such a prick Kevin, you’ve been my best mate since primary school.
Kevin it’s not about the food Michael it’s about the mind set. You can’t be super fit and eat fast food. You can’t be super successful and do no work. See what I’m saying.
Michael who are you to talk to me like that? You just called me fat.
Kevin well you are, get used to it, get better, live better. Rick.
Rick what?
Kevin your awesome – jus try harder.
Rick alright. I’m just knackered.
Andy why are you knackered?
Ricky Amy – she’s crippling me. It’s all night. No stopping with her. Every time we finish she wants to go again. It’s like a ... carousel.
Michael send her round to me next time I’ll sort it.
Andy she’s fit.
Ricky ano – but I can’t be bothered. She’s rigorous. It’s non- stop. I’m gonna break up with her. My little man can’t cope with it.
Michael mine would.
Ricky I’m gonna go out with Tina think she’s calmer. More frigid.
Michael difficult isn’t it having a clever hot bird that wants to have sex all the time. It’s a hard life.
Ricky it is mate yeah. Glad you understand.
John I thought you said she was the one? 
Ricky yeah I dunno. She might be. But the sex thing is annoying so I’m going to knock it on it’s head.
Kevin you need to try harder.
Ricky no she needs to try less hard.
Kevin you know what I mean.
Ricky I know I’ll try harder next week.
Kevin you say that but I bet you won’t. John.
John what?
Kevin what do you want?
John I don’t know.
Kevin exactly. This is your problem. Did you even really want that interview you went for.
John Tescos. It’s alright. Be some money.
Kevin Is that really want you want to do though?
John I dunno!
Kevin Exactly! This is just like football! You’re just wondering around not knowing what to do. Just bobbing along and hoping for the best! In football and in life.
John ok.
Kevin stop saying ok.
John what do you want me to say instead?
Kevin tell me what you want?
John I dunno.
Kevin I grant you one wish what is it?
John I dunno. A car.
Kevin a car?
John yeah. 
Kevin That’s your one wish. 
John a good job.
Kevin what does that mean?
John I don’t know!
Kevin You’re one big thing what is it?
Michael pubes
John a girl then.
Kevin John. What I want you to do is…  Go away and come back next week and tell me the one thing you really want. And that’s not like a girl, or a car or bloody Furby… It’s the life you want to lead until you die. Me I want to work in football. Doing what I don’t know but I know I want to do this. What do you want? Once you decide that I think you’ll be more driven and your football will improve. I want you to have think and let me know.
John Ok. 
Kevin Tim.
John no Kevin, get lost. I don’t have to do what you say.
Kevin better. Tim. How's your Mum? She any better?
Tim I’m really not in the mood for any of your bullshit today.
Tim picks up his bag and walks out.
Kevin right. Ok. You 4. I’ll see you next week? We’ve got Ladchester United at 6.40. You on?
Michael yep. Shall we go for a pint?
Kevin I’ve got coursework to do?
Michael yeah but always time for a pint.
Kevin your shout.
Michael Anyone want a lift?
Rick nice one yeah.
John I’ll jump in if that’s ok?
Michael Yeah mate, when you grow some pubes. Don’t worry about that job in Tesco John. It’ll be shit anyway.
John yeah.
They all go. Leaving Kevin alone by mistake.
Kevin oi! What about me!
2.
John, Michael and Andy come in followed by Kevin in a wheelchair again who changes the board as he talks.
V.O Knicker Destroyers 3 – Multiple Scorgasms -0. Into Ya Nan 0 – Ladchester United 30.
Kevin well that was to be expected.
John I can’t do that again. It’s embarrassing.
Kevin Did you hear from Rick?
Michael he broke up with that Tina and she went mental. Apparently she started throwing glasses and stuff so he was hiding in the toilet of the Black Lion. 
Kevin he only started going out with her on Friday.
John Why did he break up with her?
Michael she gave him chlamydia. So he dumped her and got smashed to celebrate his first STI.
Kevin what do you mean he’s hung over?
Michael …no. no he’s definitely not.
Kevin prick.
John he might be drunk for a reason we don’t know.
Kevin we do know it’s because he’s a prick. What about Tim?
Andy no ones heard from him, hasn’t been in college.
Kevin so he’s disappeared?
Andy yeah.
Kevin so there’s a team of three. We lost 30 nil. The only way we can not finish bottom now is if we beat Multiple Scorgasims.
John we can do that.
Kevin what do you want John?
John I want a good job and a fit bird.
Kevin what do you actually want though? What do you actually want?
John I want things to be better.
Kevin how?
John I don’t know leave me alone it’s a 5 a side footie game I feel like I’m being interrogated by you all the time. Mentally stalking me, like inside me, like you’re actually in me.
Michael Gay.
John Not gay. Don’t even know why we keep coming back to you your just a weirdo. I don’t know what I want. It’s ok not to know.
Kevin I’m trying to help you. this is my coursework this and you’re my mates that’s why I thought it would work. I’m trying to make this work.
John Alright. I’ll help you with ya coursework Kevin but stop talking to me like that. I’m not a dog.
Kevin I want to see you take on men John.
John stop talking like I’m gay.
Kevin Not in a gay way. I want to see you score goals. I want you to decide what you want and go for it.
John alright.
Kevin next week.
John alright.
Kevin you too Andy.
Andy I asked out Anna Baines.
Lads Wahay!
Kevin what did she say?
Andy “let me think about it.”
Kevin what does that mean?
Andy I dunno.
Kevin how did you do it?
Andy I went up to her right and I was ready I was going to ask her I was sort of… hovering behind the lockers watching her waiting for the right moment, I must have looked like a perve yano… felt like a dirty ornatholigist, with ... binoculars and everything. I was waiting for her to turn around and I was going to bump into her all magic like, so like papers would go everywhere like in a movie and we’d pick them up together but I’m waiting and I realise that whilst I’m watching her waiting… her mates watching me. Watching me watching her and I realise that I must look like a perve so I get her to come over and I say to her, this is Jenny not Anna, I say to her… I say “will you ask Anna out for me” and she looks at me like I’ve just pooed on the floor. And she shuffles off, I’m standing there like a plum, she asks her and then she comes back and says maybe.
Kevin you’re a fanny you know that.
Andy I’m not a fanny.
Kevin that is a massively fannyish thing to do isn’t it.
Andy doesn’t make me a fanny though does it. Just because it’s a fannyish thing to do. If you do a peacock like thing it doesn’t make you a peacock.
Kevin does make you a cock for saying a peacock thing though doesn’t it.
John what is a peacock thing to do?
Michael do you know what I’d do.
Andy what?
Michael I’d get smashed and ask her. Hello. Kiss. Boob. Fanny. Finger. Done. Thank you good night my names Michael Jones.
John you don’t need strength to ask a girl out you’ve just gotta ask her. See what she thinks.
Andy I’m scared though.
Kevin Fear of failure.
Andy what?
Kevin Fear of failure. How can you ever achieve anything if your scared to say what it is and then actively try and get it. What do you want?
Andy Anna Baines.
Kevin are you going to get her?
Andy probably not because she’s a 9 and I’m a 6.
Kevin well there you are then. No plan?
Andy no.
Kevin this is why we’re not winning. We need a plan. Look at me. I can’t do sport because of my leg, right?
Michael and you were shit anyway.
Kevin no. I was awesome. I can’t do sport because of my leg.
Andy I’m gonna ask her out.
Kevin well if you just carry on staring at her and not asking her she’ll think you’re doing a Saville not making a romantic gesture. And don’t take the P’ because of my leg Michael you fat mess.
Michael sorry mate.
Kevin it’s not funny is it. At least I’ve got a reason to be shite at football your just lazy.
Michael I’m not lazy.
Kevin you didn’t move the whole game.
Michael you told me not to!
Kevin I told you to ping the ball from the middle – but you have to move when we’ve only got 2 outfield players.
Michael It’s difficult.
Kevin only because you keep eating and getting smashed.
Michael oh piss off.
Michael storms out.
John Pint?
Andy yeah why not?
Kevin Coursework

Andy/John See ya.
They leave.
Tim comes in.
Kevin Tim
Tim where’s everyone else?
Kevin what do you mean where’s everyone else?
Tim they coming or they all done it?
Kevin done what?
Tim bailed. They said they were all going to bail.
Kevin no they must have fagged out. We’ve already played we got beaten by Ladchester United. 30-0. I’ve failed this. Getting a U.
Tim is Mr Garrison coming to watch next week?
Kevin yeah. But we’ve already finished last.
Tim at least they can see you in action – screaming on the side-lines. Blame it on us being poo. Good movement. Poor execution. Sorted.
Kevin where were you anyway?
Tim got the time wrong.
Kevin are you alright?
Tim yeah I’m fine.
Kevin you were the one who was most up for this – you started the team and last week you were just absent, I mean you were here but you were… somewhere else and now you don’t turn up? What’s the matter man?
Tim I’m fine.
Kevin are you really?
Tim yeah.
Kevin anything you wana talk about?
Tim no.
Kevin how’s your mum?
Tim same. 
Kevin she getting better?
Tim she’s fine. She’s yano… fine. Don’t wana talk about it. Do you want a lift home?
Kevin I’m alright thanks – gonna wheel it, wana get massive arms by the end of this. All the girls be like.. Yeah. Do you wana play Smack Down take your mind of it?
Tim I’ve got loads to do.
Kevin how do you manage it?
Tim manage what?
Kevin everything. There’s enough to do anyway without, yano.. all that.
Tim well… you just prioritise don’t ya. She’s my mum.
Kevin your 17 mate.  I don’t mean to be preachy saying this but.. you haven’t been in class much.
Tim I know.
Kevin don’t you think you should start, yano… UCAS soon.
Tim storms out. Kevin gets his phone out.
Kevin Can I have a lift home Mum?
3.
This is the build up to the final game of the season. Everyone’s there except Andy… who comes in.
Andy I’ve done it.
Michael done what?
Andy asked out Anna Baines. We’re going out tomorrow.
Kevin nice one mate.
Andy I’m taking her to Frankie and Bennies.
John you can take her somewhere better than that can’t you.
Rick lads, I’d like to say I’m sorry about last week.
Kevin it’s alright.
Rick it’s not alright. I got smashed to celebrate getting an STI and forgot about what’s important. I apologise.
Michael you broken up with Tina?
Rick no I’m back with the first one, I just told her to chill out on the sex. I’m happy now.  I can focus.
Kevin are we gonna absolutely tear up Multiple Scorgasms? 
Andy/John/Michael Whey!

Rick Think So
Kevin right lets do positions. Michael I want you to go in goal.
Michael why? 

Kevin you’re eating a doughnut now you’re not fit and I have the assessor watching me. Need to prove I’m using all the players to their best advantage.
Michael but I’m the best passer of the ball.
Kevin exactly. I want you to ping out passes from the back. Look for space play into it. No one can pass like you but lets be honest, you can’t run.
Michael fair enough.
Kevin Tim I want you at the back. I need you to be steady. Do a job and be functional. Prioritise what’s important. Who do you track back with? Who do you mark? Who do you stand off? I want you to organise the team. 
Tim Great.
Kevin Rick you play next to him. I want you to listen, make a decision and commit to it until it’s done. You’re at your best when you make a decision and go with it.
Rick yeah.
Kevin Andy, I need you to be in the middle and use your new found confidence to take risks. See the gaps, go for them, try something new. Don’t be scared. John. I think you can be amazing when you decide what you want. That’s what I need you to do today. Take a risk on winning.
John I’m not playing up front.
Kevin yes you are. 
John I’d rather do midfield and do a bit of everything.
Kevin your problem is that you don’t know what you want. So I’m giving it you. You now want to score the goal that wins us this game. That’s what you want. You want to win this for us. You want to score the winning goal and be the hero. OK?
John yeah.
Kevin yeah?
John yeah.
Michael you sound like a tit. Lets go and play footy.
The boys all go.
4.

 It’s the last minute of the game. Rick wins a penalty. He lines up to take it until John, out of the blue, runs up behind him and takes it himself and scores. The go mad, the celebrations morph back into the dressing room where Kevin is holding a tiny cup.

V.O

Knicker Destroyers 9

Multiple Scorgasms. 3

Ladchester United 3

Into Ya Nan 3

Kevin wooden spoon. Lads well Fucking done.

Tim we still came last.

Micheal what’s wrong with you you look like a slapped arse?

Tim I’m just saying we still came lawst.

Kevin we came joint second. Only lost out on goal difference.

Tim 30 goals behind.

Kevin doesn’t matter. Joint 2nd place. And we won a game which is good. Mr Garrison was happy.

Michael was he?

Kevin yeah. Over the moon. 

Tim Great.

Rick seriously mate what’s wrong with you?

Tim nothing.

Kevin well there is isn’t there.

Tim no.

Micheal come on were all your mates here.
Kevin Tim, just tell them. 

Rick Tell us what.

Kevin It’s all right. Tell them. 
Tim My mums been ill and I’ve been having to look after her. 

Andy sorry mate I didn’t know.

Tim it’s alright.

Micheal how longs she been ill?

Tim … a year.

Micheal you should have said something!

Tim I thought I could cope. But I’ve realised that I’m not enough for her and it’s not fair on me with school and stuff… So I’m getting help, and now I can focus on my work. It’s difficult. So I’m sorry. 
Michael it’s all right mate. 


Kevin fair play.

Andy nice one.

Rick Fair play Tim.

John yeah sorry Tim.

Michael What about you, Mr last minute goal scorer!

John I know I’m sorry Rick but I… actually do yo know what I’m not sorry. You always take the penalties and I wanted to do it. So I’m not sorry. 

Kevin lad, you were great today. Man Of The Match.

Rick I could be sick at footy if I tried.

Michael me too.

Kevin yeah you need to try though don’t you.

Michael I will.

Kevin don’t believe you.

Michael  I’m getting down the gym.

Andy Yeah but you’re not actually going to are you.

Michael I am though..Tomorrow
Andy I’m taking Anna out tomorrow.
Kevin: I’m getting this off tomorrow, but tonight, let’s go to the pub!

All YEAH!
They all leave, leaving Kevin on stage.
Kevin: Oi! 

Tim returns and pushes Kevin off.

Kevin Thanks Tim. 
CODA 
20 years later
Kevin – I could never play football again. So I thought ok… I love football… I want to work in this industry. So I found a way to do it. I worked in coaching – I don’t do anything major, I’m a coach in a 3rd division side but I made it work with my limitations that’s what’s important.
Michael – I work in the city now. Things haven't changed much, food and ale. I'm 38 now, kinda wish I'd done something about it, but I'm 40 in a couple of years. I promised myself I'd do something about it by then.
Andy Anna Baines was a cow, and jibbed me off for Jonno Stirling. But I thought about it. Anna. If I can get her, then anything's possible. I started my own business, a diving school. I took a risk and I got it. I'm a diver now. Who'd have thought it?
John Since I was a kid I loved the theatre. I’m not an actor. I’m not a writer. I’m not a director. I’m a stage manager. I’m a part of something I love. Doing something I love. I’m accepted for who I am and I’m proud of myself.
Tim In life you have two things: What you want to do, and what you need to do. I needed to look after my mum, and when she got help I did what I wanted. Now I need to look after my family and I want to look after my family. I have a purpose. More than most people. I'm a provider, and I'm proud.
Rick I never did make the most of my talents. If I could give some advice to you it would be this:
Find something you love
Cut out the bad habits
Take a risk
And work within your limitations to be the best you can be in the field you love.
Worth a try isn’t it.
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